Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.0.
In the title compound, C 15 H 11 NO 4 , the dihedral angle formed by the benzene ring and isobenzofuran ring system is 67.82 (5) Å . The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions.
Related literature
For general background to isobenzofuran derivatives, see: Landge et al. (2008) ; Paradkar et al. (1998) ; Joseph (1998) .
Odabaşog lu & Bü yü kgü ngö r (2008).

Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Siemens SMART CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
3- (Paradkar et al., 1998; Joseph, 1998) . In addition, 3-substituted phthalides are vital heterocyclic motifs in many bioactive compounds such as isocoumarins, anthraquinones, anthracyclines, and several alkaloids (Landge et al., 2008) . In view of this, various methods have been reported for their synthesis. Herein, the crystal structure of the title compound is presented.
The title compound, (I), (Fig. 1) is a chirality compound with a chiral center at C 9 . The dihedral angle between the benzene ring and isobenzofuran ring system is 67.82 (5) Å indicating that the two ring systems are not coplanar. The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen-bonding interactions (Fig. 2 , Table. 1).
Experimental
To a ethanol solution (30 ml) of 3-aminobenzoic acid (3.00 mmol) added 3.00 mmol 2-formylbenzoic acid. The mixture solution was stirred at 343 K for 2.5 h. Then, sodium ethoxide (6.6 mmol) was added to the reactor and stirring for 0.5 h. Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I), showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
